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D e a r  M r .  N a t e n :

The  Fo res t  Se rv i ce  has  rev iewed  the  p re l im ina ry  copy  o f  che  D iv i s i on
o f  O i 1 ,  G a s ,  a n d  M i n i n g ' s  F i n d i n g s  D o c u m e n t ,  N o t i c e  o f  D e c i s i o n ,
C u m u l a t i v e  H y d r o l o g i c  I m p a c t s ,  B o n d  E s t i m a t e ,  S t i p u l a t i o n s  a n d
the  Techn i ca l  Ana l ys i s  f o r  t he  C randa l l  Canyon  M ine  (Genwa l  Coa l
C o m p a n y ,  I n c .  )  d a t e d  S e p t e m b e r  2 f ,  1 9 8 2 .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e  t h e
resu l t s ,  f i nd ings ,  and  recommenda t i ons  f rom ou r  rev iew :

Findings Document

The  app l i can t  has  the  l ega1  r i gh t  t o  en te r  and  beg in  unde r -
g round  ac t i v i t i es  i n  t he  pe rm i t  a rea  th rough  two  Fede ra l
l e a s e s :  S L - o 6 2 6 4 8  a n d  S L - o 5 0 6 5 5  ( 7 8 6 . 1 9 [ f ] )  ( s e e  M R P '  p a g e s
6 ,  1 0 ,  1 1 ) .

6 .

SL-050655  i s  i n  Va len t i ne  Gu lch  and
a c t i o n .  T h e  p r o p o s a l  a t  h a n d  d e a l s  o n l y

C u r r e n t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p l a n s  c a l l  f o r
t h e  l e a s e  a r e a .  A  F o r e s t .  S e r v i c e  S p e c i a l
f o r  m i n e  s i t e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  o f

i s  a  t o t a l l y  s e P a r a t e
w i rh  s l - o62648 .

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o u t s i d e
U s e  P e r m i t  i s  r e q u i r e d

f  t h e  l e a s e .

t .  T h e  f i n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  s e d i m e n t a t i o n  p o n d  m u s t
b e  c e r t i f i e d  b y  a  r e g i s L e r e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e n g i n e e r  a f t e r
c o n s l r u c t i o n  i s  c o m p l e t e .

The  23  managemen t  requ i remen ts  ou t l i ned  i 1  t he  Env i ron -
men ta l  Assessmen t  p repa red  and  app roveJ  by  t he  Fo res t
S e r v i c e  J a n u a r y  2 9 ,  t 9 8 2 ,  m u s t  b e  f o l l o w e d .
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I I I .  Techn i ca l  Ana l ys i s

Page 1

I 'Access  to  t he  s i t e  has  p roved  to  be  a  ma jo r  f ac to r  i n  i t s

deve lopmen t .  Cons ide rab le  coope ra t i on  and  p lann ing  has  been
n e c e s s a r y  w i t h  t h e  U . S .  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  w h o  w i s h  t o  m a i n t a i n
the  access  th rough  the  s i t e  t o  t he  uppe r  reaches  o f  t he  canyon
a f t e r  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  m i n i n g  o p e r a t i o n s .  T h e  r o a d  h a s  b e e n
des igna ted  as  a  Fo res t  Deve lopmen t  Road  and  hence r  i s  no t

a  p u b l i c  r o a d .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  m a y  b e  u s e d  b y  t h e  p u b l i c '  a l t h o u g h
u s a g e  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  d i s c r e t i o n . "

We  fee l  t ha t  t h i s  shou ld  be  expanded  to  i nc lude  access  th rough
t .he  m ine  s i t e  du r i ng  m in ing .

Page 29

"The  app l i can t  has  acknow ledged  tha t  t he  D i v i s i on  w i l l  de te r -

m ine  the  p rac t i ca l i t y  f o r  pos tm in ing  topog raphy  as  i t  shou ld
b e  u l t i m a t e l y  i m p l e m e n t e d  ( s e e  p a g e  t 2 ,  T e c h n i c a l  A n a l y s i s
De f i c i ency  Response ,  May  25 ,  7982 ) .  The  app l i can t  has  no t
s u b m i t t e d  s p e c i f i c  a n d  d e t a i l e d  p o s t m i n i n g  r e c l a m a t i o n  c r o s s
sec t i ons  o f  t he  su r face  topog rphy .  Based  upon  Maps  GO1-C-016
and  -O77 ,  t he  D i v i s i on  w i l l  de te rm ine  the  adequacy  o f  f i na l
e f f o r t s  w h i c h  w i l l  f o l l o w ,  a s  n e a r l y  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  p r e m i n i n g
c o n d i t i o n .  "

T h e  D i v i s i o n  w i l l
S e r v i c e .

c o o r d i n a t e  t h i s  e f f o r t w i t h  t he  Fo res t

Fo res t  Se rv i ce  managemen t  requ i remen t  No .  22  requ i res  t ha t
a  road  r i gh t -o f -way  ac ross  t he  fee  p rope r t y  he ld  by  Anaconda
Mine ra l s  Company  (Beave r  C reek  Coa l )  i n  NwZSwZ Sec t i on  5 ,
T 1 6 5 ,  R 7 E  b e  o b t a i n e d .  F i n a l  n e g o t i a E i o n  o f  t h i s  r i g h t - o f - w a y
i s  cu r ren t l y  i n  p rog ress  be tween  Fo res t  Se rv i ce ,  Genwa l  Coa l
Company ,  and  Anaconda  M ine ra l s  Company .  I n  t he  i n te r im  un t i l
t he  ROW deed  i . s  comp le ted ,  Anaconda  M i -ne ra l s  Company  has
reques ted  tha t  t he  Fo res t  Se rv i ce  admin i s te r  t he  f ee  l and
iden t i f i ed  i n  t he  a t t ached  p la t  as  pa r t  o f  t he  app roved  ope ra -
t i ons  du r i ng  the  cons t ruc t i on  p rocess .  The  Techn i ca l  Ana l ys i s
s h o u l d  b e  r e v i s e d  t o  f o r m a l l y  d e s i g n a t e  t h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
t o  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e .
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I n  add i t i on  t o  t hese  recommenda t i ons ,  we  reques t  t ha t  t h ree  comp le te

se ts  o f  f i na l  app roved  cons t ruc t i on  p lans ,  comp le te  w i t h  a l l  changes

a n d  m o d i f i c a t i o n s ,  b e  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  o u r  o f f i c e  f o r  F o r e s t  u s e .

We a l so  reques t  t ha t  a  p re -cons t ruc t l on  mee t i ng  be  he ld  l oca l l y

p r i o r  t o  a c t u a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  b e g i n n i n g .

z&
REED C .  CHRISTENSEN
F o r e s t  S u p e r v i s o r

Enc I  o  sure

Genwal  Coal  Co.
DOG&M ,'
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D e c i s i o n  N o t i c e
and

F ind ing  o f  No  S ign i f i canE  Impac t

Genwa l  Coa l  Company  has  submi t t ed  a  M in ing  Pe rm i t  App l i ca t i on  t o  deve lop
the  Cranda l l  Canyon  M ine  on  Fede ra l  Coa l  Lease  SL -062648 .  The  p roposed
m i n e  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  M a n t i - L a S a l  N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t ,  P r i c e  R a n g e r  D i s -
t r i c t ,  i n  E m e r y  C o u n t . y ,  U t a h .  A  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  I n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  T e a m
( f . n .  T e a m )  h a s  e v a l u a t e d  G e n w a l t s  m i n i n g  p r o p o s a l  a n d  a n  E n v i r o n m e n t a l
Assessmen t  has  been  p repa red .  Based  on  the  resu l t s  o f  t h i s  Env i ronmen ta l
A s s e s s m e n t ,  t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  o f f i c i a l  h a s  d e c i d e d  t o
concu r  w i t h  Ehe  app rova l  o f  Genwa l ' s  p roposed  m ine  sub jec t  t o  t he
managemen t  requ i remen ts  spec i f i ed  f o r  A l t e rnaE ive  Two  i n  t he  Env i ron -
m e n t a l  A s s e s s m e n t .  T h e  a c t u a l  a p p r o v a l  d o c u m e n t s  a n d  m i n i n g  p e r m i t  w i l l
be  i ssued  by  t he  respons ib le  S ta te  and  Fede ra l  agehc ies  (U rah  DOGM and
O S M ) .

Pu rsuan t  Eo  the  Na t i ona l  Env i ronmen ta l  Po l i cy  Acc  o f  1969 ,  a  de te rm ina -
t i on  has  been  made  th rough  the  Env i ronmen ta l  Assessmen t  p rocess  tha t
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  m i n e  w i l l  n o t  c r e a t e  s i g n i f i c a n r  i m p a c t s  t o
the  human  env i ronmen t .  An  Env i ronmen ta l  Impac t  S ta temen t ,  t he re fo re ,
w i l l  n o t  b e  r e q u i r e d .  T h i s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  w a s  b a s e d  o n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  a
number  o f  f ac to rs  wh i ch  a re  d i scussed  i n  g rea te r  de ta i l  i n  t he  Env i ron -
m e n t a l  A s s e s s m e n t .  T h e  p r i m a r y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :

Comp l i ance  w i th  t he  spec i f i ed  Fo res t  Se rv i ce  managemen t  requ i re -
m e n t s  w i l l  e l i m i n a t e  a n y  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s i d u a l  i m p a c t s  c a u s e d
b y  t h e  p r o p o s e d  m i n i n g  p r o j e c t .

T h e  I . D .  T e a m  d i d  n o t  i d e n t i f y  a n y  p r i m e  r a n g e ,  f a r m ,  o r
t i m b e r  l a n d s ,  w e t  l a n d s ,  a l l u v i a l  v a l l e y  f l o o r s ,  p a l e o n t o l o g -
i c a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  o r  t h r e a t e n e d  o r  e n d a n g e r e d  p l a n t  a n d  a n i m a l
s p e c i e s  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  i m p a c t e d  b y  c h e  p r o p o s e d  p r o j e c c .

An  a rcheo log i ca l  s i t e  r i r as  i den t i f i ed  i n  p rox im i t y  t o  t he  p ro -
p o s e d  m i n e  d e v e l o p m e n t ;  h o w e v e r ,  a p p r o p r i a t e  m i t i g a t i n g  m e a -
su res  we re  p resc r i bed  by  t he  Fo res t  Se rv i ce  and  imp lemen ted  by
Genwa I  Coa l  Company .  No  adve rse  impac ts  t o  ch i s  resou rce
s h o u l d  r e s u l t  f r o m  t h e  p r o p o s e d  p r o j e c t .

T h e  I . D .  T e a m  h a s  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  C r a n d a l l
C r e e k  1 O O - y e a r  f l o o d p l a i n  c o u l d  b e  i m p a c t e d  b y  t h e  p r o p o s e d
m i n e  d e v e l o p m e n t s .  A  f l o o d p l a i n  s u r v e y  h a s  b e e n  c o m p l e t e d  a n d
app rop r i a te  m i t i ga t i ng  measu res  have  been  i nco rpo ra ted  i n to
the  f i na l  cons t ruc t i on  des igns .  Enc roachmenL  o f  t he  m ine  and
a c c e s s  f a c i l i t i e s  o n t o  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  f l o o d p l a i n  w i l l  n o t
a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t  t h e s e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  t h e  f l o o d p l a i n  v a l u e s ,  o r
any  downs t ream va lues .

Coa l  m in ing  has  h i s to r i ca l l y  been  an  i n teg ra l  pa r t  o f  t he
loca l  and  reg iona l  economy  and  l i f es ry le .

)



GenwaI  Coa l  Company  i s  conveyed  ce r ta in  r i gh t s  t o  en te r  and
d e v e l o p  t h e s e  c o a l  r e s e r v e s  b , y  t h e i r  o u t s t a n d i n g  F e d e r a l  c o a l
I e a s e  S L - O 6 2 6 4 8 .

Imp lemen ta t i on  o f  t h i s  ac t i on  may  take  p lace  when  the  p roponen t  has
ach ieved  comp l i ance  w i th  t he  Fo res t  Se rv i ce  managemen t  requ i remen ts
spec i . f i ed  i n  t he  Env i ronmen ta l  Assessmen t .  Cop ies  o f  t he  Env i ronmen ta l
A s s e s s m e n t ,  m i n i n g  p e r m i t  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  a n d  o t h e r  p e r t i n e n c  d o c u m e n t s  a r e
o n  f i l e  a n d  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  r e v i e w  a t  t h e  M a n t i - L a S a l  N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t
S u p e r v i s o r ' s  O f f i c e .  T h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  o f f i c i a l  i s  R e e d
C h r i s t e n s e n ,  F o r e s L  S u p e r v i s o r ,  M a n t i - L a S a l  N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t ,  5 9 9  W e s t
P r i c e  R i - v e r  D r i v e ,  P r i c e ,  U t a h  8 4 5 0 1 .

R e s p o n s i b l e  0 f f i c i a l :
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